Our Town

Our Town captures a place and its people at the turn of the 21st century and
is about human stories, connections, and dislocations.

From infancy to old age, bankers and beekeepers, mothers and fathers, rich,
poor, happy, angry, sad. Some tell of their passions, of those who have left an
indelible mark on their lives, and others of their journey as it nears its end.



Our Town ~ The Composition

Music in this work is at times made by musical instruments and at others, from people talking
or sounds in the environment. At all times there is music.

The composition Our Town can be listened to and pondered on in a number of ways: as if
traveling through the hours of a day from one morning to the next; as if moving through the
seasons from spring to summer, autumn and winter until the New Year arrives once more; from
the sound of a new born child to the final moments of life.

The spoken words you will hear were recorded in audio interviews | made with hundreds of
people from all walks of life within the borough boundaries of the town where | was born. It
was a great privilege to speak with members of my community, all of whom so openly and
generously shared their worlds. We spoke about those things that are most important to them:
their work and interests, their family, their love, their fear.

The borough of Basingstoke and Deane is named after the largest town and smallest village in
an area of two hundred and forty five square miles in North Hampshire, England. With a
population of over one hundred and seventy thousand (well over half of whom live in
Basingstoke), the area is mainly rural with villages and hamlets in countryside that begins a
few miles to the east of the town, and stretches west to the rolling hills and woodlands of
Watership Down. My home is in Oakley, a village with Deane to the west and Basingstoke to
the east.

The hundreds of hours of spoken material was refined and carefully edited. In this process | tried
at all times to be true to the essential spirit of what was said. Once the music was composed,
every person who is heard in the final work was contacted again so they had the opportunity of
listening to their edited contribution. Although every contributor was given the option of
removing their contribution from the final work, none made that choice. Once again | would
like to thank all those who contributed to the composition Our Town, and who gave it such life.

Mike de Sousa, July 2013



We had a small scullery, an enormous kitchen from which there were five
doors: the door to the scullery; the front door; the door to a little sitting room;
and a door to a pantry; and a door that went up the stairs, but there were
only two bedrooms, and er, my sister and | slept in one, and er, my parents
were in the other, and that, they, yes, it's how we, that’s how we lived till | left
home and got married.

We'd all have a bath in that same water, because that’s, and then late at night
we would carry it out and whoosh it down the, the er, um, ditch that was
outside the cottage, remembering we were along a lane, and, and having to
go to the loo round the back of the gardens so we used chamber pots at
night, you know, | mean those things make me cringe now, but um, those
were the things that happened.

Logs, because we couldn’t afford coal, | mean we had some, but | mean we
used logs which dad would saw up and cut trees down to, to make lots of,
um, lots of things that | almost feel ashamed to tell, to have to tell, do you
know what | mean? To think that | lived like that.

| can remember mum bringing us up, um, a jug of water, we had one of the
old wash stands with wash basins, you know? And she would bring up a jug
of water for us to wash in the mornings, and we would have to break the ice
on the jug of cold water to add to it, and the window of our bedroom never
shut, it would not shut, it was made, it was an iron window made of little
diamond panes.

I mean my dad earned thirty shillings a week on the farm. Now | know I'm
going back a long way, but it was really a pittance, you know, and er, and he
worked from six in the morning till eleven at night some days, he didn't get
any overtime. You know, that wasn't paid. He would plough, um, in the
moonlight, rather than, if the weather was good, if we'd had some bad
weather.

We were given, um, and they went without as it were which | suppose all
parents do, to a degree, if push comes to shove.



Bubble

There was a beautiful sky about three nights ago, absolutely marvellous, |
haven't seen such a brilliant one for ages.

I'm, I'm not even now I'm not fright, frightened of thunder. | said I'd never be
frightened of a thunder storm again.

It's only about, fif, a fifteen or sixteen days in a year that the main flow comes
in, and all the honey that’s produced by the bees is produced in those fifteen,
fifteen or sixteen days each year. You know, you see, to, er, to me that’s an
incredible thought you know the bees go out, yes, what they're doing if
there’s not a major flow on, they're, they’re producing just sufficient to keep
them going that year or, or the stuff they bring in is the stuff that they eat
that night...



| just think that when I'm old and everything, like really old, about seventy or
eighty or something, | want to be able to look back and think, you know, that
I've done something, with my life. Don't know what it is yet, because you
know | haven't really done much yet, but, | just want to know that I've done
something, just changed something, and then, you know, it doesn’t matter if
anyone else knows, just as long as | know, and I'll be happy...

| said to my husband, I'm glad it's happened to me and not the youngsters,
they’ve got their life ahead of them, I've had mine. Oh we don’'t want to lose
you mum, but you've got to, | said you've got to lose me sometime...

How would | like to be remembered? He was a nice bloke. That’s it. Right,
yeah? Yeah, yeah. That’s it...

| quite would like some of the children that I've met along the way to
remember me as a happy, fun, caring person because, |, I've loved my jobs
with children, and, and they’re really very special to me, so, I'd like them, just
like I've remembered a favourite teacher, I'd like them to think, either when
before when | was Miss Blake, or when | was Mrs Noble, think oh yeah Mrs
Noble, she was a really lovely teacher, and, she really had time for us, and,
listened to us...

I shall just be, one of the common out there...



If I've done anything for the religion, for the local people, for the elderly, for
children or anything, then | would think that was the best thing, | would like
to be remembered...

How easy it is to talk to me...

That is the greatest gift anybody can ever give...



| seek refuge in Allah from Shaitan, the accursed one.

In the name of God, the Compassionate, the giver of mercy.

This is the Scripture in which there is no doubt, containing guidance for those
who are mindful of God, who believe in the unseen, who keep in prayer, and
give out what we have provided for them; those who believe in the revelation
sent down to you, and in what was sent before you, those who have firm faith
in the hereafter. Such people are following their Lord's guidance and it is they
who will prosper.

You know, if people aren't like me, then they’re not connected to me, you
know, and even if that man, you know, that person’s my son, or my daughter,
if they’re not like me, they don't measure up, well then out you go, you don’t
have anything to do with me. And that, that kind of thing, that, that
understanding is very foreign, it's abhorrent to me, that people don't, you
know, that, that blood isn’t thicker than water, that there isn’t a sense of come
what may | am connected to you. You know, um. So there’s too much of that
ability to draw a line around oneself. | have, you know, this fortress around my
life, and you may come into it, if you, you know, relate to this place like | do, or
measure up to my standards, and if you don't, you know, then you must go...



| want to be in this position because | care for people, and from that then
flows whatever | can do. | know that someone else could do better, but I'min
the position and so | try to do the best | can...

It’s a, it’s a funny thing, | always say that what you hand out is what you
receive. | like, it's a thing I've always had, that anyway. | mean, quite often,
what you serve out is what you get back...

You live, you make your own life, in this life. You are part of a society, and
society has a duty to protect itself, but each individual has a duty to protect
his or her own integrity as well. And if you can live within a society and within
your own integrity, it’s probably a paradise that doesn't exist too far...

My mum and dad live here for starters. Umm, my home’s here...

Live my life how | want it, and, so independent, and happy, a little...

Yes, there are times when er, you want: did | do the right thing? But there
again, that is, | think that’s the human side, and | think everybody has that
experience, no matter what the, your role in life is...



One new year in ancient time ago, in the village, yeah? About er, they got
one, er, devil, like a dragon, like a devil, similar like dragon but not. They come
in there, and one er, every New Year, they come down, to the houses with
other, all the people, have all the people, and run. Every New Year day. And,
and the people now, they find it out, now, they have the New Year, and they
want to get rid of the devil, use the firecracker, you know firecracker? Bang!
Then they go. That’s why the New Year. Now then what you know is New Year,
the firecracker, what is that mean. Some of people, they don’t know, or just
firecracker for, er, for the fun or no. They have a meaning. Firecrackers, they
have, get rid of the devil...

It was English, it was an English town...
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Contact

If you have any comments you are always welcome to get in touch via my site's contact
form where you can also sign up to my mailing list:

http://mikedesousa.com/contact.html

You may enjoy my latest music and artwork by visiting my personal site, ReverbNation or
Facebook:

http://mikedesousa.com

http://www.reverbnation.com/mikedesousa

http://www.facebook.com/mikedesousa.music

Thank you for listening!
Mike de Sousa

http://www.mikedesousa.com

http://www.theprofitofart.com
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